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Door village ‘open’ year-round 
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SISTER BAY - Other Door County 
villages may shut down after the summer 
tourism season, but not Sister Bay. 

Welcome to the year-round vacation 
village. 

Long after boats are in drvdock and 
the apples have been picked, this village 
still entices visitors. 

At Winterfest, Jan. 18-19, an ice fishing 
derby, snow golf and candlelight skiing 
beckon outdoor enthusiasts, while a pan- 

cake break¬ 
fast, parade 
and arts and 
crafts fair pro¬ 
vide activities for the less hearty. 

Residents figured out long ago how to 
utilize the village 
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s natural scenic ap¬ 
peal. They also are quick to point out the 
county’s other nearby amenities such as 
Peninsula and Newport State parks and 
Washington Island. 

After fall colors peak, tourists may re¬ 
turn for the Fall Festival Oct. 18-20. 
Food, entertainment, helicopter rides, 
runs and art fairs are planned. 

’’You don't have to sell people on mov¬ 
ing businesses here,” Village Administra¬ 
tor Ron Kane says. "By the time I see 
them they’ve already made up their 
minds.” 

Hugging the shore of Green Bay. the 
village on Wisconsin 42 is 15 miles from 
the tip of the peninsula and 75 miles from 
the city of Green Bay. Summer residents 
from all over the United States nearly tri¬ 
ple the population, Kane says. 

"We have tourists all winter. Sister 
Bay probably has the biggest percentage 
of businesses open in the winter." 

The village also provides a post office, 
library, clinic, two grocery’ stores, bowl¬ 
ing alley, restaurants and child care. 

A1 Johnson's Swedish Restaurant, 704 
Bay Shore Drive, reflects the pioneer tra¬ 
dition. The well-known restaurant has 
long attracted tourists with its Swedish 
charm and goats on the roof. 

Jungwirth Ace Hardware at 418 Bay 
Shore Drive has been catering to resi¬ 
dents' needs for about 56 years 
"I think my husband gave me this as a 
wedding present because I’ve never 
stopped working since." Winnie Jung¬ 
wirth, 76, says with a laugh. She and hus¬ 
band, Joe Jungwirth. 77, grew up in the 
village and wouldn’t think of leaving, ex¬ 
cept for a winter trip to Florida. 

Their son David. 48. and his wife. Pris¬ 
cilla, now run the hardware store, the 
oldest in the county, with help from their 
son. Roger. 25. and parents. 

The store’s friendly atmophere reflects 
more than a customer’s needs for nuts, 
bolts or dryer parts. I know everybody 
almost from here to Sturgeon Bay,” Win¬ 
nie says. "People just stop by." 

Newcomers Jim and Mary Werner 
moved from Madison in March to buy a 
bed and breakfast country inn. the White 
Apron. 414 Maple Drive. They opened 
the five guest rooms in May and a cozy 
10-table dining room June 14. 

Their friend, Barbara McCarrier. 
joined them as cook and the Werner chil¬ 
dren worked all summer. People like 
our menu and we take time to chat, says 


Beachcombers: Mary Landeck Jeanna, 4, visit the rocky shore 
and her children, Jayden, 2, and line regularly. 


The Sister Bay file 

□ Population: 677; summer, 1,800 

C Heavy history: Hardwoods and 
other trees were harvested after An¬ 
drew Seaquist founded the Swedish 
settlement in 1857. 

□ Sibling rivalry: Early Door County 
settler Increase Claflin supposedly 
named the bay on the south shore of 
Green Bay after the two Sister Is¬ 
lands. Two bays, Little Sister Bay and 
Big Sister Bay, became Sister Bay. 


County 

Sister Bay 


Qr—n 

Bay 


Mary, 38. We kind of owe it to our fam¬ 
ily life that we're here.” 

Native Phyllis Larson. 78, retired from 
teaching 14 years ago although she still 
substitutes in the Gibraltar School Dis¬ 
trict. 

She fondly recalls riding with her dad 
to the creamery across from her 105-year- 
old home at 504 Maple Drive, and of 
sleigh rides down the Old Sister Bay Hill 
"That was our entertainment for the win¬ 
ter." she says. 


Even on a blustery day, Mary Lan¬ 
deck, 44. 134 Scandia Road, and her chil¬ 
dren enjoy the one-block walk to the vil¬ 
lage park to feed the ducks. She and 
husband. Bob. a paramedic, moved here 
from Rockford. 111., 10 years ago. 

"It’s wonderful, a great place to raise a 
family," she says of the village. "What a 
privileged person I am to be able to come 
down here (to the beach) so often." 


■ Next week: Krakow in Shawano 
County 
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Partner*: David Jungwirth and lory at Jungwirth Ace Hard* Quiet moment: Jim and Mary Werner 

his son, Roger, cbec* mven- ware in business tor 56 years relax at their inn, The White Apron 













